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The cover of CIA officer Richard S._ 
Welch was blown a year ago ina U.S. . 


publication, a-few weeks ago an |. 


Athens newspaper named Welch as | 


“ Sy 
on 


| 3 
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service which uses much more com- 
plex covers for its officers. ie as 


>. Early last year, when Welch was _ 
“CIA station chief in Lima, Peru, a 

: Washington quarterly called “Coun. | 
“terspy” published by Fifth Estate, a 


T} 
131 


has been expressing concer | 


: for the safety of American .: 


foreign service officers be- -| 
cause of their identification + 
as CIA officers condemned; 
the assassination last night.” | 


Pe OTA 


In a statement, the organi-°! 


the CIA's station chief in the Greek |  Broup of ex-intelligence people, pub- , °” # Mt aresident. David 


capital. Last night, he was murdered, / lishd a list of 150 CIA station chiefs , 2440r : ‘nage 
outside his home there as he returned | | around the world. Welch was among / Phillios said that Welch's: | 
from a Christmas party. ~- i. ” them.” - on ae ae binge of necurmences. 1 
- ; . . Se 3°!" One contributor to the publication | “SiC Sines peer ee 

For months the American intelli: “is Philip Agee, a “deep-cover" Cra. Which: became, inevitable | 
gence community has warned that . agent in Lalin America who left the When Mr. Agee initiated - 


ae ee ie : ait phi cetee dks .and others. associated: 
. disclosure of CIA operations through’ | agency in 1969 and decided to blow. themselves with the sordid - 
congressional investigations and the whistle on his former employer in’ practice. of identifying - 
identification of personnel in anti. ~— his book “Inside the Company: CIA American intelligence offi- a 
CIA publications could have, tragic. © -Diary.". In this detailed account of _ cers overseas.” = oi. 
-consquences. Welch’s slaying by | : 


ces, Y CIA ‘operations, he lists scores of; ee ae beg 
three unidentified gunmen will no; | Latin ‘and American employes and ONE U.S..‘intelligence-: 
- doubt fuel that controversy, “- | ees ae 


1 ‘agents. 0.04: . .source quoted by ‘The. As- ; 
- Welch, 46, was listed on the official aie sociated Press said: -| 
- U.S. Embassy roster as special as- “We've had an American 
» sistant to Ambassader Jack B. Ku- gunned down by -other> 
: bisch with the rank of first secretary. ! Americans fingering him ~- 
. However, people who knew him well; right or wrong — as a CIA. 
. Were aware of the fact that he served 2: alee ic ee uk my. 
nee een ica tie It was the Athens News,- 
: chief Pees agency's Station | an English language daily } 
gy eee eee ae PURE Gn sey published in the Greek} 
"AS FAR AS is known, Welch is the | ment employes country by coun- ee ey pa a 
first CIA officer Operating under | try abroad, the CIA people can be ton CLA oHiciais in Fieoce sa 
-what is called in intelligence par. | identified and exposed through peri- = TR Uatoe Welch ~~ along. 
lance as “light cover” to be killed by | Odic_ bulletins disseminated to sub- with’ their home addresses =: 
Aerrorists anywhere in the world, .” | — Scribers, particularly individuals and ang. telephone -numbers.-: 
Most CIA officers serving abroad | °84nizatons in the foreign country ‘fhe paver said it-received | 
- are listed under embassy titles as if see ieee ; . the ‘inforrnation from:-a = 
they were foreign service officers. « he president cf the Association of 
usually in the political section. CIA..| Retired Intelligence Officers, which 
of course, has a more clandestine | 


“IN ONE Counterspy article last 
year Agee said: “The most effective 
and important, systematic efforts to 

_ combat CIA that can be undertaken |: 
right now are,.{ think, the identifica- 
tion, exposure, and neutralization of 

_its. people working abroad. .Working 

" . through careful analysis of U.S. gov- 


group- calling -itseli- the- 
Committee of Greeks and-. 
Greek Americans, *. 425 272° 
Greek . police -reported -: 
that: Welch :and- his. 
Peruvian-German™. wife; 
Kiki, had just returned to-4 
their villa- in ‘suburban 
* Psychicho from a reception 
at the U.S. ambassador's : 
house, when gunmen wait- : 
ing in arsbush opened fire... -: 


WELCH WAS hit three ! 
times in the face. His wife 
ran for safety. After the - 

< pe sped away in a: 
\ Jack car, she returmed to © 
, find her husband lying on 
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he died minutes later 
Mrs. Weich was unharm- | 


gui’ 


